
Issue 13 

February 2012 

Godwit migration 

by car - check out 

its destination ... 

Its Botulism time 

of year—what can 

you do? 

Bumper year for 

bird rescue, find 

out why! 

New Zealand Bird Rescue Charitable Trust Newsletter  
 

“Every bird counts”  

 

Otorohanga Kiwi House relocations : 
 

NZ Bird Rescue strives to return birds back into their natural environment after 

being rehabilitated at our Centres, but sometimes this is just not possible.  The 

Otorohanga Kiwi House offers a safe environment for our avian friends that 

would simply not survive back in the wild.  Here are a few special stories : 

 

Godwit 

 

The Eastern Bar Tailed Godwit is an exceptional bird.  It is migratory and 

makes the longest known non-stop flight of any bird in the world.   It cannot 

survive in the wild if it cannot fly.  This Godwit arrived at our centre after  

having flown into power lines - a disastrous thing to happen to any bird but 

especially to one ‘on holiday’ in NZ. 

The Godwit’s left wing was completely smashed and it was taken to Berend 

Westera at the Mt Albert Vet Clinic to have a bone removed.  After spending a 

month at our centre it will now live in a Godwit enclosure at the Otorohanga 

Kiwi House. 

 

Coot 

 

This Coot chick came to us from Western Springs after getting in the way of a 

Mother Swan and her cygnets - an unfair fight from which the Coot came out 

with a badly wounded leg. A very lucky chick indeed to have survived this 

encounter, it now has a home at the Otorohanga Kiwi House. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heron 

 

This White Faced Heron arrived as an orphaned chick in December. It arrived 

at the centre very close to death after having survived the fall from its nest, 

high up in a pine tree in Onehunga.  To make matters worse it was absolutely 

covered in lice!  Now it also has a wonderful new home in Otorohanga. 

Baby Birds 

Baby birds are a busy business for 

NZBR.  They require constant feeds 

and cleaning.  Thankfully the  

volume of chicks / fledglings is 

starting to subside.  What a season 

we have had!  A great deal of effort 

was also put into educating the  

public in regards to “bird napping” - 

which is when a baby bird is   

taken from it’s parents while they 

are teaching it to feed.  This happens 

a lot with Blackbird and Thrush 

chicks when people mistakenly 

think that the young bird is an  

orphan.  Pruning and home  

renovations (nests in roofs) were 

another cause of chicks coming into 

the centre.  In terms of supplies, we 

went through lots and lots of paper 

towels / tissues and kitten food  

especially.   

Thank you to everyone 

who brought a  

donation in along with 

their bird - it is hugely 

appreciated!   

Bird Increase 

The 2011  

figures are in 

and last year 

the Green Bay 

centre alone 

took in 4,751 

birds!  November and December 

saw 674 and 676 birds respectively 

come through our doors.  These 

figures are an increase on previous 

years and the closures of other  

Rescue centres in the Auckland area 

is a reflection of this trend.   

Calling all  

Fishermen - how 

you can help us! 

Phone Calls 

 

While we are always happy to help, 

the  number of calls we  receive is  

overwhelming.  

If you are calling about a wild bird 

needing care, please drop the bird 

straight in to us. 



Our Centres 
 

Lyn Macdonald 
74 Avonleigh Road 

Green Bay 
Ph: (09) 816 9219 

 
Hilary Stollery 

28 De Havilland Dr 
Manukau 

Ph: (09) 262 2260 
 

Linda Coster 
Selman Road 

Dairy Flat 
Ph: (09) 426 8185 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 
We need more volunteers to help care for the birds at or 

Green Bay Centre, especially in Spring and Summer when 

around 150 birds are brought in each week. Volunteers 

assist with the care and cleaning of the birds and other 

general duties at the centre. 

 

Volunteers are ideally able to commit to helping us for a 

morning/afternoon weekly, fortnightly or monthly.  To 

assist, you must be over 16 and a non smoker. 

 

To volunteer or for more information contact  

Miriam (027) 472 0038  

or email: volunteer@birdrescue.org.nz 

For donations to NZBR 
Westpac 03 0206 0303939 001 

 
Subscribe to our  

newsletter through our website: 
www.birdrescue.org.nz                                

 Visit our facebook http://on.fb.me/
birdrescuenz and/or follow us on twitter 

@nzbirdrescue 
 

Botulism 

Botulism is caused by a build 

up of toxins in fresh water-

ways.  The toxins have a  

paralytic effect resulting in 

birds being unable to hold 

their heads up.  The birds 

become very ill and need to 

be brought to a rescue centre 

immediately.  We urge the public to feed birds on the 

grassed areas beside waterways (rather than in the  

water) as bread is a big 

contributor to toxin build-

up.  Wetting the bread is 

also a good idea otherwise 

ducks will carry it to the 

water to feed. 

Green Bay Centre 

Hours: 

8am-6pm / 7 days 
Outside of these times 

by arrangement. 

Calling all kids, fishermen 

and bird lovers!! 

 
NZBR is in constant need of sprats to help feed many of 

the birds we care for   -  Herons, Kingfishers, Little Blue 

Penguins and Shags (to name a few).    

 

 

If you are able to grab a bait catcher or fishing line and 

get out there and catch us some fish we would really  

appreciate it ... 

 

 

We happily take fish fresh or frozen and have plenty of 

freezer space to fill! 

 
 

CONTAINER 

 
NZ Bird Rescue is running out of space!   

 

Having a container donated in good  

condition which is structurally sound and has no rust 

would be of immense help ... 

 

Pickup can be arranged.   

 

If you are able to help please email  :  

info@birdrescue.org.nz 

Our Wish List: 
 

 Tin/sachet kitten food  

 Sprats - fresh/frozen  

 Paper towels, tissues  

 Plain farex 

 Bird Seed - all kinds 

 Washing powder 

 Tins of baby food  

 Harrison’s food 

 Pellets, wheat, maize 

 Puppy food/dog  

      biscuits 

Dana Niki 

Pukeko Chick 
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